CHAPTER XVII

WHICH TELLS OF DISPATCHES, A STORM AT SEA, HOW
WILLIAM BOOTH WAS BOARDED IN A BEDROOM AND
BORED AT A TEA-MEETING, AND OF AN INTERVIEW
WITH W. E. GLADSTONE

1894-1896

IN the year 1894 the Salvation Army had extended in the
eastern hemisphere to so remote a suburb of civilization
as Java, and with this fresh manifestation of the world-
wide application of its principles to hearten it still more,
the Army held an International Congress in London. One
feature of this Congress was the celebration with ebullient
enthusiasm of the jubilee of the General's conversion.

These International Congresses, let us pause to say, are
of considerable interest, since they demonstrate with unmis-
takable force the universality of the great central Christian
principle of conversion. The thousands of delegates who
flock into London on these occasions are drawn from
almost every country under the sun, and it is a curious
fact worthy of reflection that the same enthusiasm which
we know so well in our English Salvationists characterizes
the delegates of all these .other countries. Few sights are
more impressive than a march-past of these Salvationists
from Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, every face shining
with a like happiness, every voice singing 'with a like
enthusiasm. I know of no other religion except the
Christian which has this catholic effect, and no other form
of the Christian religion except the Salvation Army which
has this catholic expression of gladness and confidence.

William Booth visited America and several countries in
South Europe during this year, preaching salvation with the
energy which fires the interview set out in our last chapter,
but receiving, as always when absent, wherever he went
long and important " dispatches " from his Chief of Staff
in London.
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